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Introduction 
Indiana ranks sixth in harvested watermelon acreage in the US. A total of 6,500 acres of 
watermelons were planted in Indiana in 2019 with a total production value of $35 million 
(USDA 2020). Variety selection based on yield, disease resistance and fruit quality are some of 
the key decisions in watermelon production. The objective of this study is to provide watermelon 
producers, as well as seed companies, with the updated information on the performance of 
watermelon varieties grown in Indiana.  
 
Materials and Methods 
A standard-size triploid watermelon variety trial and a personal-size triploid watermelon variety 
trial were conducted at the Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN in 2020. 
Variety names and seed sources of standard-size and personal-size varieties are provided in 
Table 1 and Table 2, respectively.  
 
A randomized complete block design with three replications was used for each trial. 
Experimental plots for the standard-size triploid watermelon trial were comprised of 40-ft beds 
that were spaced on 8 ft centers. Each experimental plot included 10 watermelon plants on 4 ft 
in-row spacing. Pollenizers were interplanted between every two triploid plants in the same row. 
The ratio of pollenizer plants to seedless watermelon plants was 1:2.  
 
Experimental plots for personal-size triploid watermelon trial were comprised of three 12-ft rows 
spaced on 6 ft centers. Transplants were planted 2 ft apart for a total of 18 plants per 
experimental plot. Pollenizers were planted in one row for every three rows of personal-size 
triploid watermelons. Pollenizer ‘SP-7’ was used for both the standard-size and personal-size 
triploid watermelon trials.  
 
Watermelon seeds were planted in 50-cell black seeding flats filled with a peat-based potting 
media on Apr. 17. Transplants were grown in greenhouses at the Southwest Purdue Agricultural 
Center (SWPAC) and transplanted in the field on May 20 (standard-size watermelon trial) and 
May 22 (personal-size watermelon trial).  
 
Soils of the experimental fields are sandy loam with 1.2 and 1.3% organic matter. The soil was 
treated with a non-tarped application of soil fumigant 85.5% chloropicrin (Pic Plus Fumigant®, 
TriEst Ag Group, Inc.) with a rate of 150 lbs/acre at 12-inch depth in spring 2020. Fertilizers at a 
rate of 300 lb/acre urea (46-0-0), 100 lb/acre potash (0-0-60), 100 lb/acre K-Mag granular (0-0-
22-11-22), 7 lb/acre boron 14.3%, and 10 lb/acre Zinc 10% LS were pre-plant broadcast applied 
prior to laying black plastic mulch. Plants were grown on raised beds covered with black plastic 
mulch. Drip tapes with a 12-inch emitter spacing and a flow rate of 0.22 gpm/100 feet were used 
for irrigation. At transplant, each seedling received approximately one cup of starter fertilizer 
solution (Miracle-Gro® 20-20-20, 4.7 grams per gallon water).  
 
Disease and insect pests were managed by scouting and using recommendations from the 
Melcast (melcast.info) and the Midwest Vegetable Production Guide for Commercial Growers 
(Egel et al., 2019). Bravo Weather Stik®, Luna Experience®, Inspire Super®, Aprovia Top®, 
Ranman®, Pristine®, and Zampro® were sprayed for disease control; Beleaf®, Portal® and 
Permethrin® were used for insect and mite control.  
 
Harvests were conducted once a week for four weeks. Standard-size triploid watermelons were 
harvested on July 23, July 30, Aug. 6 and Aug. 13. Personal-size watermelons were harvested on 
July 20, July 27, Aug. 3 and Aug. 10. Fruit were weighed individually. Four fruit of each variety 
per replication were collected for fruit quality measurement. Fruit size and rind thickness were 
recorded. Soluble solids contents (SSC%) were measured with a digital refractometer. Flesh 
firmness was measured using a force gauge with 11 mm diameter tip. Hollow heart severity was 
evaluated using a 1-5 scale: 1. none; 2. carpel separation evident; 3. one large gap evident; 4. 
more than 2 large gaps; 5. severe. Seedlessness was evaluated by counting black hard seeds on 
cut surfaces of quartered melons.  
 
Analysis of variance was performed using the Proc ANOVA procedure of SAS. Fisher’s least 
significant difference test (α = 0.05) was conducted for multiple comparisons of different 
measurements among watermelon varieties. 
 
Results and Discussion  
Standard-size Triploid Watermelon  
Fusarium wilt was confirmed on watermelons in the standard-size triploid watermelon trial. The 
disease affected yields of several varieties. Overall yield of the trial in 2020 was comparable to 
that of 2019, but lower than 2018 and 2017 (Table 3, Figure 2).  
The highest yielding variety was WDL6411 (50,913 lbs/acre), followed by Grafted Fascination 
(50,857 lbs/acre), Crunchy Red (48,420 lbs/acre), Red Amber (47,913 lbs/acre), Traveler (47,751 
lbs/acre), Scarlet Crisp (47,672 lbs/acre) and Wayfarer (47,638 lbs/acre). Most of the top-
yielding varieties in 2020 were also evaluated in previous years’ trials. Crunchy Red and 
Traveler were evaluated in 2019 and 2016. They were also high-yielding varieties in 2019 and 
2016. Red Amber has been in our evaluation since 2017, and it was consistently ranked as one of 
the top-yielding varieties in the four years. Wayfarer has solid-green rind, but not as dark as 
Sweet Gem. Wayfarer was evaluated previously in 2016 and 2017. It was a high-yielding variety 
in 2016, but not in 2017. WDL6411 and Scarlet Crisp were first evaluated in our trial this year.  
Crunchy Red, Red Amber and Traveler had the highest yield in the 45-count fruit category (13.6-
17.5 lb), which is considered a desirable character in the market (Table 4). Crunchy Red and Red 
Amber consistently produced high percentages of fruit in 45-count category. Traveler, however, 
produced a large percentage of smaller-size fruit in 60-count category (9-13.5 lb) in previous 
years. Variety Wayfarer also produced large percentages of 60-count fruit in the current and 
previous years. Among this year’s top-yielding varieties, Scarlet Crisp and Grafted Fascination 
had more than 50% of the yield in the 36- (17.6-21.4 lb) and 30- (>21.5 lb) count categories.  
Fruit of grafted Fascination (average fruit weight 17.1 lb) was significantly larger than fruit of 
non-grafted Fascination (average fruit weight 14.1 lb) (Table 3). Growers who decide to use 
grafted watermelon plants should be aware that grafting may lead to larger fruit.  
Varieties WDL6411, Excursion, and WDL7408 had the highest yield in the first harvest (Table 
5, Figure 2). Among the three varieties, WDL6411 and Excursion had low soluble solids content, 
while WDL7408 was one of the varieties had the highest soluble solids content (Table 7). 
Variety WDL6411, Grafted Fascination and Shoreline had the highest value in flesh firmness, 
followed by Scarlet Crisp and Joy Ride. Non-grafted Fascination had the highest soluble solids 
content and relatively low value in flesh firmness, while grafted Fascination had significantly 
higher value on flesh firmness and lower value on soluble solids content. The use of grafted 
plants resulted in delayed harvest and increased flesh firmness in our previous studies. The 
reduced sugar content of grafted watermelons may reflect the fact that the grafted fruit was not 
harvested at a fully ripe stage.  
Fusarium wilt was first observed on June 4, about two weeks after transplanting. Disease severity 
was evaluated using Horsfall-Barratt scale (0-11) on June 5, 12, 19, 26 and July 8. The Area 
Under Disease Progress Curve (AUDPC) was calculated and used for disease severity analysis 
(Table 6). Correlation (R=0.8045) between yield and disease severity was significant (P<0.001); 
higher disease resulted in lower yield. Grafted Fascination had the lowest disease rating, 
indicating using grafted plants is an effective way to control Fusarium wilt. The soil was treated 
with a non-tarped application of soil fumigant chloropicrin in spring 2020. Observation of 
Fusarium wilt in the field indicated the ineffectiveness of the fumigation application.   
Relatively low incidence of hollow heart and black seeds were observed in this trial; there was 
no significant difference among varieties.   
 
Personal-size triploid watermelon  
Phytophthora blight was observed at the first harvest of the personal-size triploid watermelon 
trial. Heavy rainfall (Figure 1) that occurred in the middle of harvest season (a total of 2.5 inches 
accumulated on July 30) resulted in part of the field being flooded for a short period of time, 
which increased severity of the disease. Late-season vine decline was observed. The combined 
effects of Phytophthora blight and late-season vine decline negatively affected yield of all the 
varieties in the trial. Overall yield of the trial in 2020 was comparable to that of 2019, but lower 
than 2018 and 2017 (Table 8). 
Variety Rambla had the highest marketable yield (44,964 lbs/acre) followed by Excite (32,751 
lbs/acre). Variety UG 222817 and Ocelot had the lowest yield. A majority of the varieties had 
excellent vine coverage except UG 222817 (Figure 3). Average fruit weight of Rambla was 8.78 
lb, significantly larger than other varieties. Soluble solids content ranged from 9.2-10.2 °Brix; 
there was no significant difference among varieties. Ocelot had the highest value in flesh 
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Table 1. Varieties and seed sources of standard-size triploid watermelons in the 2020 variety trial 
at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN. 
Variety Seed Source 
NUN 7187 BASF 
NUN 7197 BASF 
NUN 6177 BASF 
Embasy BASF 
E26C.00124 Enza Zaden 
Red Amber Enza Zaden 
Traveler HM 
Wayfarer HM 





Road Trip Seminis 
Tailgate Seminis 
Shoreline Seminis 












Juanita United Genetics 
Grafted Fascination   
Table 2. Varieties and seed sources of personal-size triploid watermelons in the 2020 variety trial 
at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN. 
Variety Seed Source 
Sirius Syngenta 
Rambla United Genetics 
UG 190315 United Genetics 






USAW 16104 US Agriseeds 
Ana SWPAC 





Table 3. Yield and average fruit weight of standard-size triploid watermelons in the 2020 
watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN.  
Variety Yield Average fruit 
weight (lb) lbs/acre No./acre 
WDL 6411 50,913  a 3,176 a-d 16.1 a-d 
Grafted Fascination  50,857 a 2,995 b-e 17.1 ab 
Crunchy Red 48,420 ab 3,312 abc 14.8 b-g 
Red Amber 47,913 abc 3,221 a-d 15.2 a-f 
Traveler 47,751 abc 3,630 ab 13.1 f-j 
Scarlet Crisp 47,672 abc 2,949 b-f 16.3 a-d 
Wayfarer 47,638 abc 4,038 a 11.8 ij 
E26C.00124 44,183 a-d 3,267 abc 13.4 e-i 
Excursion 41,830 a-e 2,768 b-g 15.4 a-f 
Embasy 41,764 a-e 2,949 b-f 14.3 c-i 
Fascination 41,394 a-f 2,904 b-f 14.1 d-i 
WDL 7403 40,248 a-f 2,768 b-g 14.6 b-h 
Exclamation 39,806 a-g 2,632 b-h 15.7 a-e 
NUN 6177 38,597 a-h 2,632 b-h 14.7 b-h 
Juanita 37,196 a-h 2,904 b-f 12.2 hij 
Kingman 36,150 a-h 2,586 c-h 13.6 e-i 
NUN 7197 35,817 a-h 2,586 c-h 14.4 c-h 
WDL 7408 35,571 a-h 2,314 c-h 15.4 a-f 
Unbridled 32,880 b-i 2,314 c-h 14.0 d-i 
WDL 6421 32,392 c-i 2,223 d-h 14.5 c-h 
NUN 7187 30,977 d-j 2,314 c-h 13.4 e-i 
WDL 6429 30,668 d-j 1,815 ghi 16.8 abc 
Captivation 28,396 e-j 1,996 e-h 14.0 d-i 
Joy Ride 28,186 e-j 1,815 ghi 14.9 a-g 
Charismatic 26,117 e-j 2,133 e-h 12.5 g-j 
WDL 7401 25,688 f-j 1,951 f-i 13.4 e-i 
Shoreline 24,210 g-j 1,724 hi 14.4 c-h 
Road Trip 23,958 hij 1,860 ghi 13.3 e-i 
Secretariat 19,048 ij 1,633 hi 10.7 j 
Tailgate 16,549 j 953 i 17.4 a 
Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to 
Fisher’s least significant difference test at P ≤ 0.05.  
  
Table 4. Percentages of yield in weight categories of standard-size triploid watermelons in the 
2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN.  


















Crunchy Red 27166.9 4 19 57 20  
Red Amber 22708.4 4 21 49 17 9 
Traveler 21190.1 4 44 44 7 4 
WDL7403 19857.0 5 22 49 11 14 
WDL6411 18054.7 2 25 35 14 24 
Fascination 17117.3 7 24 42 19 8 
Excursion 16202.5 3 19 40 22 16 
Juanita 16188.9 6 44 45 5  
Exclamation 15715.2 4 15 42 24 15 
WDL6421 15635.3 2 21 46 21 9 
Embasy 15275.0 1 36 37 20 5 
NUN 7187 15128.9 2 34 49 14  
E26C.00124 14527.3 3 47 34 16 3 
Wayfarer 14157.0 12 53 30 5 12 
NUN 6177 13865.7 4 25 37 19 15 
Unbridled 13643.4 4 25 41 23 6 
WDL7408 13527.2 2 26 38 20 14 
Scarlet Crisp 13270.4 1 19 28 37 15 
NUN 7197 13190.5 5 26 38 22 9 
Grafted 
Fascination 12930.1  19 26 30 26 
Captivation 12147.8 1 37 44 7 11 
Shoreline 12080.6 6 14 52 19 9 
Charismatic 10488.0 9 35 43 14  
Kingman 9897.2 8 40 33 12 7 
WDL7401 9131.3 5 25 44 21 5 
Joy Ride 8909.8 4 10 33 38 15 
Secretariat 6353.4 11 46 34 9 11 
Road Trip 6267.2 11 33 29 16 11 
WDL6429 6111.1  14 21 45 20 
Tailgate 2056.4  18 12 43 26 
  
Table 5. Yield of standard-size triploid watermelons in the first harvest in the 2020 watermelon 
variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in Vincennes, IN.  
Variety Weight (lbs) per acre Fruit no. per acre 
WDL6411 14,477 a 726 ab 
Excursion 13,239 ab 817 a 
WDL7408 12,769 abc 726 ab 
Red Amber 11,029 a-d 681 ab 
Exclamation 10,569 a-d 771 ab 
Fascination 10,515 a-d 635 abc 
WDL6421 10,133 a-d 726 ab 
Crunchy Red 9,736 a-e 635 abc 
NUN6177 9,629 a-e 590 a-d 
WDL7403  9,625 a-e 681 ab 
Wayfarer 9,439 a-e 681 ab 
Scarlet Crisp 8,628 a-e 454 a-d 
Juanita 7,944 a-e 635 abc 
NUN7187 7,914 a-e 590  a-d 
Joy Ride 7,571 a-e 499 a-d 
Traveler 7,295 a-e 499 a-d 
Tailgate 7,177 b-e 363 a-d 
Kingman 6,916 b-e 635 abc 
Embasy 6,469 b-e 454 a-d 
NUN7197 6,275 b-e 454 a-d 
Shoreline 6,122 b-e 454 a-d 
WDL7401 5,795 cde 544 a-d 
WDL6429 5,763 cde 363 a-d 
Road Trip 5,425 de 454 a-d 
E26C.00124 4,633 de 318 b-d 
Secretariat 4,501 de 408 a-d 
Captivation 4,449 de 318 b-d 
Charismatic 4,087 de 363 a-d 
Unbridled 2,814 e 181 cd 
Grafted Fascination 2,521 e 136 d 
Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to 
Fisher’s least significant difference test at P ≤ 0.05.  
 
  
Table 6:  Fusarium wilt of watermelon disease severity as Area Under the Disease Progress 
Curve in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in 
Vincennes, IN.   
Variety AUDPC 
Tailgate 374.0 A 
WDL6429 340.6 A B 
Kingman 303.4 A B C 
WDL7401 301.0 A B C 
Charismatic 265.4 A B C 
Road Trip 264.2 A B C D 
Joy Ride 256.0 A B C D 
Shoreline 240.9 A B C D E 
Unbridled 204.5 A B C D E F 
Secretariat 158.0     B C D E F 
WDL6421 138.9     B C D E F 
NUN7197 137.4     B C D E F 
Exclamation 132.3     B C D E F 
Captivation 131.2     B C D E F 
Juanita 119.0        C D E F 
NUN7187 116.6        C D E F 
WDL7403 110.7        C D E F 
Red Amber 101.3        C D E F 
NUN6177 98.4        C D E F 
Excursion 98.0        C D E F 
E26C.00124 91.9        C D E F 
WDL7408 85.5           D E F 
Crunchy Red  80.7           D E F 
Wayfarer 36.4              E F 
Embasy 35.6              E F 
Fascination 34.2              E F 
WDL6411 26.0                 F 
Traveler 25.2                 F 
Scarlet Crisp 20.0                 F 
Grafted 
Fascination  
3.2                 F 
Watermelon were rated for disease severity on 5, 12, 19, 26 Jun, and 8 Jul using the Horsfall-
Barratt rating scale. The area under the disease progress curve (AUDPC) was calculated using 
trapezoid integration.  
Means followed by the same letter(s) in a column are not significantly different, LSD (P=0.05) 
 
Table 7. Fruit quality of standard-size triploid watermelons in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in 
Vincennes, IN.   
Variety Length (cm) Width (cm) Rind thickness 
(cm) 
Soluble solids 







Fascination 28.3 d-gx 22.6 f-j 1.7 e-i 12.3 a 2.4 k-n 1.1 0.3 
WDL7408 28.4 d-g 23.6 b-g 1.6 g-i 12.1 a 2.1 mn 1.1 0.4 
WDL7403 27.1 e-j 22.7 e-j 1.8 a-f 11.4 ab 2.7 h-n 1.2 0 
Road Trip 26.3 g-k 21.0 k 1.5 hi 11.0 bc 3.3 c-i 1.0 0.7 
Crunchy Red 28.5 def 22.3 hij 1.8 a-g 10.8 bcd 3.5 c-f 1.0 0.6 
Unbridled 25.8 i-l 24.0 a-d 1.9 ab 10.5 b-e 2.9 e-k 1.2 0 
Tailgate 30.8 abc 24.4 ab 1.7 e-i 10.3 c-f 2.8 f-m 1.0 0 
Kingman 25.8 i-l 22.2 h-k 1.9 a-d 10.0 c-g 2.4 j-n 1.1 0.6 
Embasy 27.6 d-i 22.4 g-j 1.6 g-i 10.0 d-g 3.1 d-j 1.3 0 
Wayfarer 23.8 l 22.5 g-j 1.7 b-g 10.0 d-g 3.1 d-j 1.0 0.2 
WDL6421 28.6 def 23.0 c-i 1.7 a-g 9.9 d-g 2.8 f-n 1.0 1.4 
NUN6177 27.5 d-i 23.8 b-f 1.7 e-i 9.9 d-g 3.0 e-k 1.0 0 
E26C.00124 28.3 d-h 22.1 h-k 1.7 b-g 9.9 d-h 3.4 c-h 1.2 0.2 
Charismatic 24.9 jkl 22.8 d-j 1.9 abc 9.8 e-h 2.9 e-k 1.0 0 
Red Amber 29.4 bcd 23.8 b-f 2.0 a 9.7 e-h 3.6 cde 1.0 0 
Juanita 26.0 ijk 21.8 ijk 1.7 b-g 9.7 e-h 2.1 lmn 1.0 0 
Traveler 25.6 i-l 22.5 g-j 1.7 c-h 9.6 e-h 2.7 i-n 1.0 0 
WDL7401 26.1 h-k 22.8 d-j 1.9 a-e 9.6 e-h 2.9 e-k 1.0 0 
Secretariat 24.1 kl 21.1 k 1.7 b-g 9.6 e-h 3.4 c-g 1.2 0.4 
Scarlet Crisp 31.2 ab 23.9 b-e 1.9 a-e 9.6 e-h 3.9 bc 1.0 0.2 
Shoreline 27.8 d-i 22.8 d-j 1.6 f-i 9.5 e-h 4.7 a 1.0 0 
NUN7187 26.5 f-j 21.7 jk 1.7 d-h 9.5 fgh 2.8 e-l 1.3 0.2 
Exclamation 25.9 i-l 22.9 d-j 1.8 a-g 9.4 fgh 2.7 g-n 1.1 1.3 
Captivation 26.0 ijk 22.9 d-j 1.7 b-g 9.4 fgh 3.0 e-k 1.0 0.2 
WDL6429 28.8 cde 23.8 b-f 1.8 a-g 9.3 fgh 2.8 f-n 1.0 0.8 
Joy Ride 27.6 d-i 22.0 h-k 1.4 i 9.3 fgh 3.9 bcd 1.0 0 
NUN7197 28.5 def 23.0 c-h 1.6 f-i 9.3 gh 2.6 i-n 1.2 0 
Excursion 29.6 bcd 24.2 abc 1.6 f-i 9.1 gh 2.1 n 1.2 0.2 
Grafted 
Fascination 
29.2 b-e 25.1 a 1.7 a-g 8.9 h 4.6 ab 1.0 1.0 
WDL6411 31.8 a 24.4 ab 1.8 a-g 7.4 i 5.0 a 1.2 0 
z Hollow heart severity was evaluated using a 1-5 scale: 1. None; 2. Carpel separation evident; 3. One large gap evident; 4. More than 2 large 
gaps; 5. Severe.  
y Black seeds was evaluated by counting the total number of black seeds on cut surfaces of quartered melons.  
x Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to Fisher’s least significant difference test at P ≤ 
0.05.  
Table 8. Yield of personal-size triploid watermelons in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at 














Rambla 44,964 a 5,142 a 49,828 a 5,697 a 8.78 a 
Excite 32,751 ab 5,142 a 36,005 b 5,697 a 6.31 cde 
USAW 16104 29,992 bc 5,042 a 32,553 bc 5,495 a 5.91 c-f 
Cheetah 29,704 bc 4,487 a 31,470 bc 4,789 a 6.54 c 
Sirius 28,987 bc 4,336 ab 32,712 bc 4,890 a 6.47 cd 
UG 190315 28,925 bc 3,731 abc 35,265 bc 4,638 ab 7.89 b 
Ana 24,789 bcd 3,781 abc 26,039 bcd 3,932 abc 6.55 c 
Nectaro/50025 24,785 bcd 3,983 ab 29,378 bc 4,588 ab 6.25 cde 
Beach Ball 18,783 cd 3,327 abc 22,524 bcd 4,084 abc 5.62 ef 
Expert/50033 18,334 cd 3,126 abc 21,710 cd 3,680 abc 5.73 def 
UG 222817 13,598 d 1,815 c 15,323 d 2,117 c 7.48 b 
Ocelot 12,663 d 2,319 bc 14,110 d 2,622 bc 5.26 f 
Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to 
Fisher’s least significant difference test at P ≤ 0.05.  
  
Table 9. Fruit quality of personal-size watermelons in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural Center in 
Vincennes, IN.   








Rambla 21.4 Ay 20.5 a 1.5 ab 9.2 2.0 e 0 b 
Excite 19.4 bc 17.8 bcd 1.3 bcd 9.7 3.0 cd 0 b 
USAW 16104 18.2 c 16.8 de 1.5 ab 9.8 3.1 cd 0.1 b 
Cheetah 18.7 c 17.7 bcd 1.4 bcd 10.2 3.4 bc 0.2 b 
Sirius 18.1 c 17.7 bcd 1.4 bc 9.5 2.6 de 0 b 
UG 190315 19.3 bc 18.8 b 1.7 a 9.8 2.3 e 0.2 b 
Ana 19.1 c 18.1 bcd 1.3 bcd 9.54 3.4 bc 0.2 b 
Nectaro/50025 19.5 bc 18.3 bc 1.3 bcd 9.6 3.2 cd 0.7 b 
Beach Ball 19.3 bc 17.7 bcd 1.2 cd 9.4 3.5 bc 1.2 b 
Expert/50033 18.2 c 16.2 e 1.2 cd 10.1 3.9 b 0.2 b 
UG 222817 21.0 ab 18.9 b 1.2 cd 9.5 2.3 e 48.5 a 
Ocelot 17.7 c 16.9 cde 1.1 d 10.0 4.7 a 0.5 b 
z Black seeds was evaluated on counting the total number of black seeds on cutting surfaces of quartered melons. Premium is a diploid 
watermelon while others are triploid.  
y Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to Fisher’s least significant dif ference test at P ≤ 
0.05. 
 
Figure 1. Precipitation during watermelon production season from May 20 to Aug. 15. Hourly 
total rainfall (in.) was indicated in dark blue lines, daily accumulation was expressed as light 
blue area. (Data source: Purdue University-Indiana Mesonet).
 
Figure 2. Yield (lbs/acre) of standard-size triploid watermelons on each harvest date in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest 








23-Jul 30-Jul 6-Aug 13-Aug
Sirius 

















   
Nectaro 
   
Expert 










Figure 3. Exterior and interior of watermelon fruit, and vine coverage of personal-size 
watermelon varieties in the 2020 watermelon variety trial at Southwest Purdue Agricultural 
Center in Vincennes, IN. Field pictures were taken prior to the first harvest.  
 
